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The Reverend Mr. CAPPE. 


T Your requeſt, my dear Friend! this Ser- 

mon was preach'd. From deference to 

| your judgment, as well as in compliance with 
the requeſt of ſeveral of the Auditors, it is now 
made public. My own inclinations would not 


Lave led me ta this. I gave them up to Yours, 
and Theirs. 


You thought, and made me hope, that the pub 
lication, in our preſent circumſtances, might be of . 
public uſe. May the event be correſpondent with 
your apprehenſion, and my ſincere diſpaſition and 
dere! 


I can only anſwer for the goodneſs of my in- 
tention. For the reſt. I muſt leave it to the 
calm, impartial, confideration of the reager, and 


confide in his candor. 


The common and cuſtomary modes. of dedica- 
tion ſuit not Your diſpofition, nor mine. And 
p . ye T 


— 
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yet were 1 70 ſpeak what I really think om 
cerning the Genius, with which nature has be- 
friended You; the Knowledge and Learning, 
with which obſervation, reflection, and much 
 ftudious application, have jurniſh'd you; and 
{which is of vaſtly more value and efteem) the 
goodneſs of Yaur heart, and the rectitude of 
Your life and manners: TI fhould bring myſelf 
under no ſuſpicion of flattery, except from ſuch 
| perhaps, to whom you are unknown ;. or, how- 

fever, not jo well known; as to 


1 


Jour affectionate Brother 


And humble Servant, 


Edward Sandercocl. 


„ 


S E R M O N, Ge. 
PALM ahi. hows 


Come, behold the works of the Lord, what de- 
ſolations he hath made in the earth. He 
maketh wars to ceaſe unto the ends of the 
earth : he breaketh the bow, and cutteth the 


ſpear in ſunder ; he burneth the chariot in 
the fire. | EN 


| HAT country, what people, hath 
Providence favour'd and diſtinguiſh- 
ed like to our own? Where do we 


find ſo happy a form of government ? Where 
ſo good a Prince at the head of it ? 


Are we, or can we be, inſenſible of our 
national privileges and bleſſings ? If ſuch a 
ſuppoſition might be made, go, viſit other 
nations; and when you have taken a view of 
them, declare where you have found ſuperior 

privileges, or equal: where, upon this account, 
you would rather chuſe your ſettlement, than 
in your own, 
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Let me adviſe you likewiſe to look back 4 
little into the annals of Engliſh hiſtory, and to 
compare the ſtate of the nation, as it is at 
preſent, with what it has been in certain times 
paſt; under the auſpicious Government of 
this Royal Family, and the ſucceſſive reigns of 
another, which 1I will not mention, becauſe 

there is no occaſion. How would the hearts of 
our fathers have rejoiced, how would their lips 
have reſounded the high praiſes of God ; had 
the times, in which they lived, been friendly 
and happy as our own : had they been bleſſed 
with the liberty, which we, their children, en- 
joy; had they experienced ſo mild and impar- 
tial a government; ſeen the kingdom in ſo 
flouriſhing, ſo glorious a ſtate ; commerce, 
that ſource of riches, ſo protected, encourag'd, 
and extended; land fo improved by agricul- 
ture; property ſo ſecure, and ſacred; religion, 
freedom, law, patroniz'd by the King upon the 
throne: ſeen an expenſive war, (I will not ſay, 
expenſive beyond meaſure, but vaſtly beyond 
the meaſure of former wars) bloody beyond 
moſt others, of no longer continuance; in 
 whichwe triumph'd gloriouſly, in conſequence 
of God's bleſſing upon our arms and our cauſe, 
and ſpread our victories and our conqueſts into 

the four quarters of the earth: how, I ſay, 
would their hearts have ſwelled with joy and 
gratitude to have ſeen ſuch a war concluded, 


with 


[:#:1 


with a ſafe, honourable, advantageous peace ? 


I ſpeak not of the peace in this language of 


approbation from my own judgment alone; 
(for that could obtain little regard) but ſpeak, 
in this inſtance, the language of King, of Lords, 
of the Commons, aſſembled in parliament: 

with ſome exception however to a ſmall num- 
ber of worthy and honourable Gentlemen, 


whoſe ſentiments divided them from their 
brethren. 


To thank and praiſe God for all his mercies 
conferr'd upon us, unworthy as we are; and 
particularly for our fignal ſucceſſes in the late 
war, and the re-eſtabliſhment of peace : we 
are aſſembled together at this time, and in this 
place, in due obedience to royal authority. 


The war, in which we engaged, with a 
ſubtle, powerful, ambitious, reſtleſs enemy, 
was not from choice, but neceſſity. It begun; 
and continued with France alone, till towards 
the concluſion of it. Then, upon mature de- 


liberation, it was judged reaſonable and need- | 
ful to > proclaim war n _ | 


The French bad n to ke ſome 
claims, and aſſert ſome rights in North-Ame- 
rica, that were not to be admitted, and could 
not be juſtified. They _ to enlarge their 
ſettle- 


L 
ſettlements in that part of the world after ſuch 
| manner, as muſt have been very inconvenient 
1 to ſome of our own, and proved dangerous to t 
our Colonies. To protect them in their de- 0 
ſigns and uſurpations, forts were erefted; 


which, if they had been carried on, and mul- 
tiplied, as was intended (in conjunction with 
their wild and favage allies, whom fear or 
hope, -with the help of political and prieftly 
craft, had already in ſome degree, and would 
afterward in a greater, have united to them) 
how grievous, how hazardous, would have 
been. the condition of our Colonies 3 which at 
that time were not ſo tenderly concerned for 
one. another's ſaftety and proſperity, as the 
common. intereſt required, and public ſpirit 
would have recommended? The view of the 
enemy was not, as they would have had it 
ſuppoſed, their own defence; but ſuch a re- 
duction of our power, as might at length have 
emboldened them to attempt, and enabled 
them to effectuate, our expulſion. 


What, in theſe circumſtances, was to be done? 
Were we to fit {til}, as a tame and timid people; 
unwilling, or afraid, to vindicate their own ' 
rights, and purſue their own. intereſts? Or, 
as an inſenſible people, who did not under- 
ſtand them? We followed the right meaſure. 
. - Proper repreſentations of the matter were 


M 
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to the aggreſſor. We complained, we reaſon- 
ed upon the caſe, we remonitrated from time 
to time, with no ſmall patience. And thus 
other nations might perceive, that we were 
not a people, who delight in war *. From 
the injurious, inſidious, enemy we received 
foft words, ſmooth anſwers, fine promiſes; all 
intended to deceive. - Of what was promiſed; 
nothing was performed. We bore long, 
if too long, forgive the error; for it was on 
the right ſide. Better it is, no doubt; to be 
too ſlow, than haſty, in unſheathing the de- 
ſtroying ſword of war. If it can be done, con- 
ſiſtently with fatety and juſtice, ſpare the ef- 
fuſion of human blood. But we could bear 
no longer, it was not fit that we ſhould. For 
we were convinced of the falſhood and perfidy 
of the enemy. Foſtilities and war became 


unavoidable. 


Tho' a war be righteous and neceſſary in 
its reaſons, the ſucceſſes of it are not to be 
expected merely from human counſel, courage, 
and power. God, the Maker and Governor 
of the world, hath not put victory out of his 
own hands, and committed it to an arm of 
fe +. He fits upon his throne, the ſovereign 
Lord of all nature, and all events arggynder his 
direction. If his Providence-befriends us; we 
. proſper. 
* Palm Ixviii, > 4 2 Chron, ii. 8, 


120 ] 


proſper. If it frowns, the hoſt may go "forth 
fo battle *, ſtrong and mighty, with wiſe 
counſel and conduct, with fearleſs and ardent 
reſolution; but it ſhall return ee 


and in confuſion. 


When we entered into war, we had nothing 
in particular to hope for from the religious 
and virtuous character of the nation. We 
were not ſo good a people beyond others, as 
that, from any diſtinction and excellency of 
this kind, we might with chearfulneſs, anda 
well-grounded, tho' humble confidence, truſt 
in God to go forth with our armies and-our 
fleets, and to render. us victorious over our 
enemies. 


Repentance and prayer were the mal Fa» 
tional and probable methods of drawing the 
divine bleſſing down upon us. Seaſons there- 
fore of national and folemn humiliation; were 
appointed ; ſeaſons of ſincere and feryent de- 
votion : when, while we confeſled our fins be- 
fore God in his ſanctuary, we profeſs d to 
take ſhame to ourſelves; and to feel "that 
godly forrow, which worketh repentante in- 
to life . We offered up our earneſt ſup- 
plicatioꝶ to him, that he would pardon. our 


Salt, that he would reconcile us to himſcl, 


that 


Deut. xxiii, 9. tz Cor, vii, 10. | 


[ xx ] 
that he would graciouſly be reconciled to us; 


that he would plead our cauſe, that he would 
grant to our operations in war every where, 
both by ſea and land, ſuch ſucceſs, as might be 
humbling to our enemies, and in his good 
time productive of a ſafe, equitable, and ho- 
nourable peace. How much better our days 
of faſting, humiliation, and prayer, left us than 
they found us, I cannot pretend to ſay : God 
knows. This we all know, to our great 
comfort and benefit, that Providence has in a 
molt ſenſible and wonderful manner appeared 
on our fide, and bleſſed our forces and arms. 
Our Generals, our Admirals, ſubordinate offi- 
cers, private men, on both elements of ſea and 
land, have acted with ſo brave, ſo bold, fo 
truly Britiſh a ſpirit ; with ſo happy and ex- 
traordinary union ; with ſo much of wiſdom 
in conduct, as well as fortitude and reſolution 
in battles, in ſieges, in all attacks, that our 
commendation cannot exceed their merit. 
Fame will ſound her trumpet, and proclaim 
their heroic deeds far and wide. Paithful 
hiſtory will record them. 


Our enemies, ſenſible of our ſuperiority, 
whenſoever or whereſoever we contended, ha- 
ving ſeen, that on the number of their armies 
by land was no' dependence ; that their many 
had more than once fled from our few ; that 


their 
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their navy was ſo weakened and dwindled, as not 
to be capable of hurting or alarming us; that 
the ſtrongeſt places were not ſo ſtrong, as to be 
able to withſtand our aſſaults; that difficulties 
and dangers could not deter, or reſtrain us; 
having their pride humbled, their confidence 
repreſſed, by the loſſes which they had expe- 
rienced, and having no hope left of retrieving 
them, were defirous, ſollicitous, to treat con- 
cerning terms of peace. 


We did not begin, and we wanted not to 
proceed in, war for war's fake. Preliminaries 
were agreed, and were ratified. A definitive 
treaty of peace ſoon followed. For this peace 
have we this day been making our thankful 
acknowledgments to the God of peace. From 
this, as far as I am capable of judging, are we 
ſecure, as to any dangers, with regard to that, 
which gave riſe to the war. In North-Ame- 
rica, what have we to fear for the future? The 
Peace leaves us in the poſſeſſion of ſeveral 


new- acquired territories: it gives us an in- 


creaſe of power, that cannot but be beneficial 


to the nation. Commerce will receive no in- 


conſiderable advantage from it. 


If there be a God, (and nature with ten 
thouſand tongues proclaims the God of nature) 
there muſt be a Providence. I could almoſt 
| gs 


EF 


as ſoon ſuppoſe, that there is no God; as ſup- 
poſe him to ex it, and not to act; or not to 
act agreeably to the perfections of his nature. 
If there be a Providence, which has for its 
chief objects the glory of God, and the gene- 
ral good; we cannot but thus judge: that 
about events moſt important, it muſt be par- 
ticularly converſant. Conſider then, what war 
and peace are, how very different in their cir- 
cumſtances and conſequences; and you will 
certainly reckon theſe to be events of ſuch a 
character. 


What I have been obſerving I choſe to ſay, 
rather before I ſpoke. to the text, than after- 
ward; that we might more cordially join, or 
be more thoroughly ſatisfied in having joined, 
in the thankſgiving of the day; and might hear 
what is yet to be offered, with attention aud 
impartiality. 


The Palm ſeems to have been compoſed i in 
a time of peace, after a time of war; in which 
war God had made bare his arm in favour of 
his people: Came, behold the works of the Lord, 
what deſolation he hath made in "the earth. 
How ſenſeleſs is it, not to obſerve his hand; 
how thankleſs, not to acknowledge his gra- 
cious hand? And yet, theſe things—how com- 
mon? The Pſalmiſt bleſſes God, and calls up- 


B on 


"I" 


on the people to do it, for the great advan- 
tages obtained in war, and the reſtoration of 
peace; that cauſed the calamities of war to 


ceaſe between the people of God and their 
enemies: He maketh war to ceaſe unto the 
end of the earth He breaketh the bow, and 
eutteth the ſpear in ſunder; he burneth the 
chariots in the ire Theſe dreadful and 
deſtructive inſtruments of war, He devotes to 
deſtruction.“ 


From the text we may remark : 


I. That a ſtate of war is attended with ma- 
ny and heavy inconveniences and evils : 4% 
lation is its companion. 


To what a variety, and often to what ſeve- 
rity, of hardſhips and ſufferings, are they ex- 
poſed ; who are to fight our battles for us, 
while we are at eaſe and in quiet? The ſoldier 
and the failor will fatisfy you quickly, if you 
want information. In land and ſea-ſervices, 
what numbers of men does war ſweep away? 
The lives, that are ſacrificed in their country's 
cauſe, are not eaſily recounted : their coun- 
try's——No ! but frequently victims to the 
paſſions of princes, who, inftead of being what 
God ordained them to be, the guardians and 
fathers of their Fey have 1 tyrants over 

them ; 


( xs 3 
them ; have been their murderers —by chou 
ſands, by ten thouſands, by hundreds of thou- 
fands, in unlawful wars. When a man of real 
chriſtianity, or common humanity, reads and 


thinks of this, his heart bleeds within him. 


What laughter does a battle make at land, 
and an engagement at ſea; with all the fire, 
and fury, and thunder of war? A field of battle 
is a field of blood. See the dead bodies, how 
thick they are ſtrewed !—bodies, that a little 
while ago were actuated by brave and gallant 
ſpirits. What heaps and mountains of ſlain ! ! 
What mangled limbs What groans ! 
What ſhrieks ! are heard, of the wounded and 
the dying !——They pierce at the ſame time 
the car and the heart. The ſcene is no leſs 
dreadful at ſea, when the cannon roars from 
ſquadron to ſquadron, and fpeeds from ſhip to 
ſhip the meſſengers of death and deſtruction. 


What alarms, what terrors, what dangers, 
(fathers, ſons, ſnatch'd oftentimes from the 
quiet of their own houſes and employments, 
and forced into war; perhaps to fight againſt 
their own country : wives, daughters, expo- 
ſed to the luſt and violence of a lawleſs, irre · 
ſiſtible foldiery, fluſh'd with ſucceſs and vic- 
tory) what plunder of other men's property ; 
and the proprietors, it may be, left even with. 
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16 
out the neceſſaries of life, for ſupplying an 
army of enemies !—Theſe are calamities that 
ſhock our minds when we ſee them not, when 
we have them only by the hearing of the ear, 
But there are other, and fore evils incident to 
a Country that is the ſeat of war. 
» 

An army of friends, when it comes into the 
country of friends, too frequently practiſes 
certain manners of an enemy. The voice of 
complaint is not always heard, and regarded. 
When fine towns, and ſtately cities, where 
perſons liv'd in peace and plenty; in which 
trade, induſtry, ingenuity, fouriſh'd: When 
theſe are beſieged, are bombarded ; can you 
think of the inhabitants, and have no feeling 
of the calamity of their circumſtances? Nobles, 
Princes in palaces, as well as others in meaner 
dwellings, he down to reſt at night; but be- 
fore the morning dawns, may poſſibly be bu- 
ried in the ruins of their own houſes. If the 
enemy prevails againſt all the efforts and for- 
titude of defence, who can be inſenſible of 
thi miſery and horror of the people? 


When a trading nation is conſtrain's to war, 
a nation that ſubſiſts upon its manufactures, 
and is enriched by its commerce ; that war, 
tho' neceſſary, will be a neceſſary evil: and 
the evil will be felt in pro — to the inter- 
ruption 


r 


EN 
ruption which trade and commerce ſuſtain z 
and the diſadvantages, the difficulties, under 


which, upon ſome accounts, manufactures 
are laid, I will not enter into particulars. 


Again: War is impoveriſhing. Whence 
are the ſupplies for it to be derived? The pub- 
lic credit, which enables a government to bor- 
row large ſums of money upon terms of cer- 
tain, or probable advantage to the lender, is one 
principal means. But how is intereſt to be 
paid upon the money borrowed, and the debt 
hereby contracted? Funds muſt be created 
for this purpoſe. If no new taxes are laid, 
old ones muſt be increas d. And the com- 
mon method is, becauſe it is the ſureſt me- 
thod, to lay them upon the real conveniences 
or neceſſaries of life. Its pleaſures and its 
follies meet with a more gentle and ſparing 
hand. The augmentation of the national 
debt adds to the national burden. What is 
the burden at this time? I believe not leſs 
than a hundred and twenty millions. The 
very ſound of this will draw the attention of 
every ſenfible and conſiderate man, who has 
the ſecurity and proſperity of his country at 
his heart. There is a pity due to the poor, 
there is a regard to be paid to poſterity. No 
other, or greater burden ſhould be devoly'd 

upon 
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upon it, than is neceſſary to the preſent laſet 


and proſperity of the public. 


Farther: Will paſt ſucceſſes in way ſecure 


them for time to come? We cannot aſſure our- 


ſelves that, if peace had not taken place; this 
year ſhould have been as auſpicious and glo- 
rious to our army and navy, as ſome paſt years 
have been : Storms might ariſe, and our fleets 
be ſcattered, flames might even conſume them, 
And if the will of God were fo, theſe things 
would have 


But you 0 in anſwer: * We are to 
ce act upon probabilities, and not upon poſ- 
« ſibilities in oppoſition to them: 2 
will ſay the ſame, PRO VID ED AL WAYS, that 
you cannot conclude war upon reaſonable terms 
of peace. If you can, then even the uncer- 
tainties, as well as inconveniences and ca- 
lamities of it, furniſh a very Wang e en 
againſt its continuance, 


II. As war is attended with ſo many diffi. 
culties, dangers, diſtreſſes, and deſolations, I 
will build upon the text this doctrine: That 
it neyer ought to be undertaken, or prolong'd, 
but upon clear, be. 1 reaſons. 


7 


In 
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In general, I ſuppoſe, the doctrine will not 
be diſputed. But when we come to the par- 
ticular application of it, we may perhaps not 
agree in opinion. Thus it is among ourſelves 
at preſent. The manner, in which war is 


his concluded; or the conditions, on which peace 
lo. ss reſtor'd and eſtabliſh'd; divide many, one 
ars from another, in the judgments they form. 
ets Ode thing I beg leave to ſuggeſt upon this 
m. I occaſion, viz. That a diviſion from the judg- 


ment of a King, of his Counſellors, of the 
two Houſes of Parliament, of ſeveral of the 
principal cities and corporations in the king- 
to dom, if maintain'd with intemperate heat 
of. end indecent 1 ge, can never be vindica- 
d1 ed. It only tends to miſchief. Truth and 
hat raſon need not, and cannot be promoted 
rms by, virulence and rudeneſs of expreſſion. 
der- True it is; that every one muſt judge for 
ca- limſelf. Let him do fof But every one is 
nent not alike qualified to judge. And the more 

uy one gives himfelf up to pride and conceit, 
he is in proportion leſs capable of conviction. 


Liberty J have in the utmoſt veneration, I 
hold it as ſacred: And if 1 faw it endanger'd, 
would, according to my capacity, be as for- 
þ ard to plead its cauſe, whether in things re- 
1310us or civil, as the fincereſt friend, or the 
Yarmeſt advocate it hath. But when jealou- 
ſies 
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ies are raiſed, and with much art and dili- 


gence diffuſed, without reaſon, or beyond rea- 
ſon ; when perſons grow wanton with the lj. 
berty which they enjoy; when it is maniſeſt- 
ly abuſed ; its friends cannot look on, and feel 
no diſſatisfaction and uneaſineſs. 


Britons! ye are a happy people, if ye know 
your happineſs. Be ſenſible of it, and be re 
thankful. 


His late Majeſty (all honour be paid to his 
memory !) did not, as I have taken notice of 
before, diſcover a diſpoſition to plunge. the 
nation in war, if 1t might have been avoided. 
His preſent Majeſty, aftet the worthy ex- 
ample of his Grandfather, took not the-firſt 


_ occaſion, that ofter'd, of commencing a War 


againſt Spain; whoſe amazing loſſes, in a fe 


months, will, I hope, be an uſeful leſſon of 


political inſtruction to her. A profeſſed neu- 


trality ſnould never be eee with ap- 
parent partiality. 


III. In connexion with what has boat, 
tho it may poſſibly ſeem ſomewhat of a di- 
greſſion from the text; I will briefly enquire: 
What may be receiv'd and eſteem'd ag pru- 
dent, juſt, honourable, terms of peace? 


L 2 
I will ſpeak what I think, but not with 
confidence, as if I were a judge to determine 


ſuch matters, or had ability to judge like to 
many others. I ſhall only hint ſome general 
principles. 
0 
If the aggreſſor is brought to relinquiſh all 
claims to that, which belongs not to him, (tho* _ 
a pretence of this ſort had been made) and 
which had been actually ſeiz'd, or endanger'd 
by him ; which claim, and attempts by force 
to make it good, gave riſe to the war. If 
he is diſpoſed to do what by them, who, ac. 
cording to our conſtitution, are to determine 
upon what terms peace ſhall be renewed, is 
deem'd to be a proper ſatisfaction; if he re- 
nounces to you thoſe poſſeſſions of hrs own, 
which, for all time to come, will ſecure and 
ſtrengthen yours: If wherever your arms 
have made conqueſts in war, you retain in 
peace what will add to your territory, aug- 
ment your power, and benefit your com- 
merce :—It he conſents to deſtroy fortifica- 
tions and a harbour, the inconveniences of 
which we have often experienced, and ſhould - 
again experience, whenever we were at war 
with him: If he reſtore to you what he had 
taken from you, and was (not many years ago) 
thought to be of great importance to this na- 
tion: —If he engages himſelf to the obſeryance 
C of. 
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of good faith and friendſhip for time to come 
(a circumſtance, that will juſtify before God 
and the world a war againſt him, whenever 
this obligation is violated by injurious, noto- 
rious, facts:) — 1 humbly apprehend, that a 
rejection of ſuch terms, and the protraction of 
war (all things duly weighed) could not be 
adviſeable, if it were defenſible. 


It may be ſaid, many have ſaid, that we 
ought by the peace (for which we have given 
thanks this day) to have retained ſome things, 


which we have reſigned. Others are of dif- 


ferent ſentiments, and they tell us ; that when 
we had it in our power to conclude the war 
with ſo much honour, and to make peace'with 
ſafety, and ſo much advantage; our counſels, 
and our conduct, would have been imprudent 
and cenſureable, if we had preferr'd a perſe- 
vereance in war. Whenſoever peace was 
made, by whomſoever, and upon what terms 
ſoever ; it was eaſy to foreſee, that ſuch diver- 
ſity of opinion, ſuch approbation and cenſure, 
would take place. For party principles, per- 
ſonal attachments, prejudices, private intereſts 


and paſſions, unequal capacities for judging 


aright ; opportunities of information, which 
tome. have, and others have not: theſe, all 
theſe, would concur as cauſes of one, and the 
ſame, effect. 

You, 


23 J 


You, and I, know not that greater advan- 
tages were to be had from the enemy by trea- 


ty—or that they were not propoſed, and ab- 
ſolutely refuſed. 


Then, you may reply: «© We ought to have 
*« proſecuted the war, and forced him.“ Be- 
fore you quarrel with the three eſtates of the 
Realm, and condemn the King's Majeſty, with 
which the authority is in this caſe connected; 
let me defire you to give your attention to a 


few things, which I have to offer to your 
conſideration, 


Look into the ſtate of the countries per- 
taining to your friends and allies. What ra- 
vages and ruine ! Their miſeries were great. 
Compaſſion is the character of a chriſtian. 
Shall it find no place in the breaſt of a poli- 
tician and a ſtateſman? You ſhould think 
cooly and cloſely of the ſtate of our nationa] 
debt, according to the repreſentation made of 
it in a preceding part of this diſcourſe. Are 
you ignorant with what caution and tender- 
neſs public credit requires to be treated? It 
will not bear to be handled rudely, 'or too 
freely. We wanted recruits for our regu- 
lar forces in great number. Whence were 


theſe to be had? The depopulation, the de- 
creaſe 
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creaſe of hands already, every one knows, and 
many felt. The conſequence of that is, an 
increaſe of the price of labour. When la- 
bour grows dearer, what is produced by it 
muſt be dearer too, and in proportion. In 
times of war, who can want to be told, that 
trade and commerce are oppreſs'd with diſad- 
vantages, from which peace ſets them free? 


Once more: We were embark'd with Por- 
tugal in alliance, and in intereſt. We took 
part with it for its preſervation, when attack'd 
by a neighbouring power, with which we 
were at war; and attack'd as our ally. With 
the aid of Britiſh forces it was defended the 
laſt year. Are we certain, that we could have 
defended it this year? I think it moſt pro- 
bable that we could not. And if we had not, 
if Spain, with the help of France, had over- 
run Portugal; after having this year ſpent 
twenty millions of money or more, and Joſt 
twenty thouſand men : I am doubtful, whe- 
ther we could hen have had ſo good a peace, 
is we have now. Providence furnifh'd us with 
a proper opportunity, and wiſdom directed ui 
to lay hold on it. | 


In what I have been offering to your conſi- 
deration under this head, my defign was: te 


calm, to unite, to e een, 
at 
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and excite to gratitude. Sure! in this, T have 
ated in the character of a miniſter of Chriſt, 
and of the goſpel of peace: of Chriſt, who 
was all love and obedience ; who refuſed not 
what was due to Cæſar, and who fays : Ble 
ſed are the peace-makers, for they ſhall be called 
the children of God. * 


IV. As in war, in the beginning, progreſs, 
proſperous or adyerſe events of it ; Provi- 
dence is concern'd : fo in the preſervation, or 
reſtoration, of peace : Come, ſee, what deſola- 
tions HE hath made in the earth. —HE maketh 
war to ceaſe. —HE breaketh the bow, and cut- 
teth the ſpear in ſunder——HE burneth the cha- 
riot in the fire, 


So ſays the text. And this is according to 
the analogy of ſeripture-doctrine: I form the 
light, and create darkneſs, I make peace, and 
create evil; I the Lord do all thoſe things ||. — 
He maketh peace in thy borders, as well as 


fillet thee with the fineſt of the wheat,——HE 
bleſſes his people with peace. 8 


God made the world, and all things that 
are therein. Who governs it? Or: is there 
no government ? Does Providence reign over 


all? Or: are all things the effects of unmean- 
4 ing 


$ Pſalm exlvii. 24. 


* M att. v. 9. 


0 Iſai. lv. 7. 
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ing chance, or unalterable neceſlity 2 What 


are the laws of nature, as they are commonly 
call'd? They are the laws of God, by him 
eftabliſh'd, and by him upheld. For the good 
of the whole he interpoſes when - where 
in what manner and in what degree - ſeem- 
eth good in his ſight. The thopght of his 
government is compofing and comfortable: 
Thy Providence, O God! is thy pores 
6 tranquillity and e —T hou rages lf 

« they * * 


It is a common error, it is worſe, for it is 
an act of impiety; to aſcribe too much to ſe- 
condary and inſtrumental:cauſes. When war 
becomes neceflary, the hand of God is in it. 
When peace returns, with ſmiles in her coun- 
tenance, the hand of God, -tho' unſeen, is in 
thatlikewiſe. The moſt inconſiderable event: 
are within the ſphere of divine Providence, 
This is according-to Chriſt's goſpel. And it 
is according to PR of ſober and im- 


partial reaſon, 


The chriſtian religion diſcovers a ſingular 
regard and love to peace, to concord, and 
unity, But the greateſt diſturbers of peace 
in Chriſtendom have been Princes, who wore 
the title of, Moft Cbriſtian. Had they been 
bleſs d with the ſpirit, as they were diſtin- 
guiſh'd 


® Pf, xcvil. 1. 
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guiſh'd by the name; it would have prevents 
ed wars, that have ſhed torrents of blood. a 


The religion of Chriſt preſcribes alſo the 
beſt methods of preſerving peace, that is, ju- 
ſtice, moderation, charity, contentment, meck- 
neſs, humility: graces, that will be a guard 
over it, among private perſons, in families, in 


larger ſocieties, in nations, among . Princes, 


and people. Every good man cannot but 
wiſh from his heart to be a witneſs of the ge- 
nuine and general influence of theſe virtues. 
Does he with, and hope, in vain? A time 
will come (haſten it, O God!) when the go- 
ſpel of the Bleſſed Jeſus ſhall be ſeen in its na- 
tive form of beauty, and in its proper effica- 
cy: When the wol ſhall dwell with the lamb; 
and he leopard ſhall lie down with the kid: {hd 
the calf, and the young lion, and the fathng to- 
gether; and a little child ſhall lead them. — 
When there ſhall be none to oppreſs or to deſtroy, 
in all God's holy mountain .. M hen they ſball 
beat their fwords into plow-ſhares, and their 
ſpears into prumng-hooks : when nation ſhall 
not lift up ſiord againſt m, 3 nor learn war 
any more F. men e | 


Vth and laſt pues: bet us not ceaſs to ac- 
knowledge, and adore, the goodneſs of God, 
who has bleſs'd us with fuch wonderous ſuc- 


ceſs 


& Micah i Iv. 3. 


9 Iſai, xi. 6, 9. 
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ceſs in war, and for reſtoring to us — © get 
1 bleſſing of peace. 


66 Praiſe ye the Lord, who is worthy to be 
" praiſed. — His right hand hath done valiantly*. 
Bib Praiſe him with your lips, praiſe him from 
ib} your hearts +. The former without the latter 
j is the. /acrifice of fools, and hypocrites, at all 
al ſeaſons ||. What is the beſt proof of a grateful 
Wil heart? An holy, and virtuous lite: Being di- 
* livered from the hands of our enemies, let us 
ſerve him in righteouſneſs, and holineſs, before 
him all our days. 5 


Peace and plenty are very apt to lead to 
luxury, and to excite an unbounded love 
of pleaſure. We know it from experience, 
The ESTIMATE T, taken and publiſh d, 
ſome few years ago, of our principles and 
manners, might perhaps in ſome inſtances 
be thought chargeable with aggravations, and 
cenſureable for too much ſeverity. But, upon 
the whole, it was agreeable to truth and fact. 
When the war firſt broke out, did we perceive 
all that martial ſpirit, that patience of hard- 
ſhip, that ready and chearful diſpoſition to dit- 
fcult ſervices, that exact order and diſcipline, 
that activity and vigour; which were not only 
obſervable, but D remarked after- 


ward 
* Pſalm xviii. 3. + Pſalm cxviii, 5. Eccleſ, . Ve 1. § Luke i. 74 
+ By the Rey, Dr. Brown, 
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ward? A little practice recover d us to our- 
ſelves. Britons diſplay d the true Britiſh ſpi- 
rit. We fought, we conquer'd, we renew'd 
our battles; and renew'd our victories. We 
aſſaulted our enemies in their ſtrong holds, we 
drove them out before us, we laid hold of 
their poſſeſſions; in a word: we even exceed- 
ed ourſelves in heroic deeds by fea and by 
land. And, as became brave men; (whoſe 
hearts are open to impreſſions of pity and 
kindneſs) while we were every where ſucceed- 
ing, and gaining victory; we forgot not to 
ſhew, as occaſion call'd for it, our huma- 
nty. 


When we reflect how many excellent of- 
ficers, of the nobleſt courage, of diſtinguiſh'd 
ſkill and conduct in their profeſſion ; what 
vaſt multitudes of intrepid ſoldiers and ſailors; 
have fallen victims to war, fighting under our 
banners. How many parents mourn over 
ſons, that are flain; how many widows, 
children, and orphans weep for dead huſbands 
and fathers : we can hardly forbear to mingle 
a tear with theirs. © Ah! Wolfe! — ſhort 
was thy warfare, but glorious. Thy coun- 
* try lamented thy fall. What were the feel- 
© ings, and the ſorrows, of a tender mother 
Her tears were tears of blood.“ 
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Now peace returns, let us not return to 
our follies and our vices. If tares ſpring up, 
and infeſt the ground, let it be our care, as 
far and as faſt as we can, to root them up. 
What! tho' we have conquer'd our enemies 
abroad, can we expect to be a proſperous 
people; that happy people, whoſe God is the 
Lord * if we conquer not our vices, thoſe 
dangerous enemies at home? Righteouſneſs 
exalteth a nation._—It is a defence and dig- 
nity : Sin tis the reproach of any people; F— 
for it diſcovers inſenſibility, ingratitude, per- 
verſeneſs, baſeneſs. And what is thus re- 
proachſul, is no leſs dangerous. Ruine wil 
follow it from the Juſtice and Judgments of 
God, tho' he be ſlow to wrath ; if 9 
do not prevent it. 


Cultivate the arts of peace, all liberal and 
uſeful arts and ſciences; be diligent in yout 
proper profeſſions and employments, reſolve 
to reap, and to gather (as far as poſſible) the 
natural fruits of peace. Beware of an infide, 
and ſceptical, tutn of mind. Reverence the 
principles of religion, and decline not from its 
practice. Religion is the perfection of wil- 
dom. And be, who offendeth againſt it, wrong- 
eth his own ſoul——If any man hate Her, he i 

| TY 
* Pſalm cxliv, 25. & Prov, xiv, 344 || Prov, vii. 36. 
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in love with death. Fear God that is the 
primary and principal part of our duty :— 
Honour the King +—for he is God's miniſter, 
and your Sovereign. Government is God's 
ordinance. And ſubjection to it is a matter 
of conſcience. The good of the governed, is 
what Princes and Governors ought always to 
have in view: They are the miniſters of God 
fer good F—to the people. But how do's power 
infatuate, and deprave? Majeſty is often the 
ſupport of tyranny. Inſtead of law, is arbi- 
trary will. The people are oppreſſed, by them, 
who ought to protect them. Inſtead of being 
raiſed to greater advantages by government, | 
they are in ſome degree ruined by it. How 
few Princes- behave as wiſe and kind fathers, 
over a family? But this is their duty. And 
this will add to their dignity, much more than 
robes of royalty; than the ſplendors of a Court, 
than attendants without number, and guards, 
and ſceptres, and crowns. And what the obli- 
gations of ſubjects are, where their Princes 
are not fathers and friends to them, but op- 
preſſors and enemies; is of too nice and dif- 
ficult a nature, to be diſcuſſed and determined 
in a few words, if this were a proper place for 
it. In our own caſe, is no difficulty. It is 
our great felicity, that we live under the mild 
. and 


Proy. viii. 36. f 1 Pet. ü, 27. 


| þ Rom, xiii, 4 
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and good government of a Prince, who has as 
warm a concern for his people's proſperity, as 
for the ſupport of his own authority. His own 
honour he defires to build upon his people's 
happineſs; and we are affured, that his endea- 
vours will not be wanting to effect it:“ Gra- 
« cious Sovereign! May every ſubje& ſtrive 
« to promote the tranquillity and glory of thy 


„ reign! Long mayeſt thou fill and adorn the 
6c {6.09 of theſe Realms ! * 5 


My brethren ! Fear the Lord: fear likewiſe 
the King—and obey him. Conſcience exacts 
it from you: Meddle not with them who are gt- 
den to change *,——Þ ollow the things that make 


for peace F. And, as you wiſh your country's 


welfare (which is eſſential to the character of 
patriots; ; your character, I truſt!) decline, deteſt 


every thing, that is likely to diſturb and em- 


broil: Pray for the King, and all in authority; 
that under them we may lead à quiet and peace- 
able life in all godlineſs and honefly +——S0 ſays 


St. Paul: Submit yourſelwes ta every ordinance of 


man for the Lord's ſake ; whether it be ta the 
King, as ſupreme : or unto $overnors, as unte 
them Who are ſent by him for the puniſhment of 


evil doers, and the pra: iſe bo them that do well U 
80 


# Prov, xxiv, 24+ + Rom, xiv, 19. 11 Tim, ii. 2, | 1 Pet, ti, 13, 14. 
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$ ſays St. Peter. Is a diſpoſition of mind, 
prone to diſcontent, to complaint, and apt to 
grow turbulent, if the meaſures of govern- 
ment are not exactly ſuited to our opinions, 
4. Wl paſſions, and intereſts, conſiſtent with theſe 
"wy | zpoſtolical precepts? Judge ye. 


thy Princes are not infallible, with all the wiſ- 
the dom of counſel, in the judgments they form 
of perſons and things. Is a private ſubject 

es liable to error? Does he think, that there 
„ie Iss not a decorum to be obſerved, when he 
ſpeaks, or when he writes, concerning the po- 
licy, and the conduct of government? Is there 
no obligation from his ſtate of ſubjection? If 


„ Wthele things are denied, I will confeſs to you, 
15 p that I do not underſtand chriſtianity. And at 
a ae fame time I am very ſure, that order can- 
alt ist be maintained in civil ſociety; and that 
by ve are in danger of confuſion and anarchy. 
Ace- 


A good and patriot-king will act with pro- 
per advice, in all things relating to the good 
ce of a his country. Who are fitteſt to be employ- 
ed as his counſellors, Hz, muſt judge. God 
of all wiſdom! direct him always to able and 
ut of lithful men! Then, whether Peers, or Com- | 
moners ; South or North-Britons ; will be of 
little conſideration. | | 
They 


* Acts ir. 19. 
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They who love, and honour their king, 
who are, who always have been, zealous for 
the Houſe of Hanover, and the welfare of their 
country ; the ſincere, the ſteady, the confiſt- 
ent friends of liberty ; will wiſh, and rejoice, 
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TN to ſee them in places of greateſt truſt and power; 
tl | whoſe loyalty has ever been unqueſtioned, 
j | in whom it is a family——as well as perſonal- 


virtue: whoſe abilities. have been tried and 
approved; on whoſe honour, integrity, public 
ſpirit, and love of liberty, they can l 
with ſecurity. 
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But, let it not be 3 that perſons edu - 
cated in different principles, and who for ſome 
years retained them, and acted agreeably to 
them, may not afterward perceive themſelves 
to be miſtaken. It is an abſurd ſuppoſition. 
Facts are a confutation of it. And muſt they 
always be treated, as if they were incapable 
of perceiving their errors; as if no man's 
wrong principles could be rectified ? An un- 
reaſonable enemy may, in time, become 4 
ſincere friend. 
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ij} 1 Many of us have heard of the doctrines of 
4 non- reſiſtance, and paſſive obedience; of here- 
ditary, and indefeazible right ; with what zeal 

they were once nt and purſued, in thi 

nation, 


—— — - os 


A 


* 
* 


_ * K 
8 * wa 
„„ 


= 


L 35 ] 


nation. How few are there now, who Have 
theſe doctrines in any veneration, who do not 
contemn them ? Bolingbroke, the miniſter of 
Queen Anne, (not in the moſt glorious part of 
her reign) has done much to write down theſe 
herefies in government. Liberty is better un- 
derſtood, and more generally reliſhed, than in 
former times. Locke and Hoadley have ex- 
poſed an intolerant ſpirit to infamy, and aſcer- 
tained the true notions and meaſures of go- 
vernment. Beſide which, the long experience, 
which the nation has had of the good govern- 
ment of the preſent Royal Family, can hardly 
fail to ſoften prejudices, and to reconcile 
the minds and hearts of thoſe, whoſe fathers 


were enemies, and who were once enemies 
themſelves. 


In matters of religion, where diverſity of 
opinions was formerly attended with fad and 
ſhameful effects; we have attained (thank God) 
to a more chriſtian temper: I mean, that there 
is more of mutual forbearance, moderation, 
charity, candor, and civility. Bigotry is a 
deſpicable quality, wherever-it appears. It is 
an evil ſpirit, I with to God, that it could be 
caſt out on one ſide, and the other. What 
hinders, that hearts may not *be united, tho' 
opinions are divided ? | 


In 
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In civil affairs, be ſollicitous to preſerve): 
far as you can, the tranquillity and order of 
ſociety. Be good ſubjects and good chriſtians. 
Be not forward to do, or to ſay what tends 
to no good, what tends to do harm, by eoum 
tenancing and extending popular diſcontents, 
wt and inflaming the paſſions of others... 
7 to be quiet, and 70 do Jour 0wn bufineſs,*emuas, 
10 That will be. profitable to you. But, if in- 
VE ſtead of that, you will be intermeddling in 
ſtate- affairs, directing, and deciding upon, the 
conduct of them; you may, probably, hurt 
your private intereſt; it is not ſo probable, 
that you will aſſiſt the public: : A buſy body in 
other men's matters is no uſeful or agreeable 
character. And leaſt of all, in the Concerns 
of government. 
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If it be poſſible, and as much as lieth in you, 
live peaceably with all men.. Not ſurely! 
with a public, leſs than with private perſons. 
Take care of your paſſions, for, in common, 
theſe are the diſturbers of the public PEACE; as 
well as of that in a man's own breaſt, and in 
his own houſe; in his RY . * 
ſociety of bis friends. | | 


* 


r * from 
the ſervice of war, few, if any, (I hope) wy 


® x Thefl, iv, 11. F 1 Pet, iv. 15, + Roms xii, 18. 
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76/4 be found, unwilling to return, for their main- 
Oy and ſupport, to honeſt and uſeful la- 

.; Induſtry, ſobriety, and fidelity, will 
never want neceſſary employment and encou- 
ragement. Shall the manly, the invincible 


paſt ſervices to their King and Country, be 
diſgraced by having recourſe to unlawful me- 

thods of living, rather than to laudable labour? 
If any one of theſe was here preſent and heard 
me; I will anſwer for him, that he would ſcorn 
and abhor ſuch a behaviour. It would ſhock 
him to think. of one, who has guarded his 
country at home, or fought her battles abroad, 

tranſported afterwards as a felon, or dying by 
the hands of a hangrpan. 


We are at peace with our enemies. How 
is it between God and our ſouls ? Have we 
made our peace with him? Reflection can 
give us no conſolation, if it be otherwiſe. — 
God 1s our 2 friend : Seek bis favour, for 
it is h fe." 


Our praiſes, —— with 1 af 
ections of the heart, God will accept, as if he 
was glorified ꝗ by them: Wonderful conde- 


m (ccnfion and grace But tho' our goodneſs 
e) = E cannot 


* Pſalm xxx. 5. § Plalm I. 23. 


ſpirit of Britiſh ſoldiers and ſailors, and their 


. got 


. 5 g 4 q 47 * E z 4 q 
LIC LING 74 1 
* F 


— 5. F 0s r 9 
Wed 550 9 


* r= 


n * 134 329 KAI 8 22 845167 


Fi 
+ 
5 


— 


— FE” 
8 


3 


* 


. 7. YI * " 8 4 , 
— *% eq Y = * 
Is . 2 4 * COS : f — 35 "a 
no L - : 444 \ 


4 K * w p a 4 ; ; b , 5 " 90 1 5 1 2 
ö 2 or ' 2 41-4 < 


2 


„ 


% " 


— 
— 


8 WW 5 8 
_——— * 8 


44 4 — on 
23 4 2 
n 1 Fs: 


ey 8 11g HF; ; 


N PRE 5 
„ * 


* W 


1 


9 * * 


* 
a 


4 „n « xz 
— rH 8 WE oy 


=' * i * 88 


